                                        [image: image1.png]the Rodring Twenties



 

  Worksheet

1  Before you read

· What do you think life in the 1920s was like? Match the sentences a-g to the pictures 1-7. 

· Picture 8 hasn´t got a sentence - can you make one for it?
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a) Art Deco was a very popular style for illustrations.

b) Transport changed a lot after the First World War. 

c) People had more free time for holidays.

d) Many more young people could get an education.

e) These ‘flappers’ are dancing the Charleston.

f) Cinemas showed the new ‘talking’ films.

g) The modern hairstyle was called the ‘bob’.

Picture 8:  _________________________________________________________

2  Reading

In pairs, read the text of Part One: the Roaring Twenties and complete the table.

	Good things about life in the 1920s
	Bad things about life in the 1920s

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3   After you read

     Which adjectives from the box below do you think best describe the 1920s? Why?

	  exciting       dangerous     free       hard       creative       fun       depressing 


4  Listening and speaking

     Become a person from the 1920s! Your teacher will explain what to do.

5  Your project

· Choose one of the themes below and for homework, do a web search for information. 

· From the information you find, choose 6 sentences which you think are interesting and make an information sheet with them. All the information sheets will be put on the classroom wall.

        Paper size:  A6

        Language:   some sentences should be in English, and some can be in Czech.

        Pictures:     yes

	themes

	1    Music in the 1920s

	2    Dance in the 1920s

	3    The new motor cars

	4    Paris in the Golden Twenties

	5    Dada

	6    Flappers

	7    Sport in the 1920s

	8    1920s hairstyles for men and women

	9    Young men and free time in the 1920s

	10    Art Deco style

	11    1920s gramophone records

	12    Famous people of the 1920s

	13    Air travel in the 1920s

	14    Young women’s hobbies in the 1920s

	15    Coco Chanel

	16    ??? (Think of a theme and discuss it with your teacher)
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History: Lifestyle and Culture in The Interwar Years 
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The time between the end of the First World War (WW1) and the start of the Second World War (WW2) is called the Interwar Years, and it was a time of many changes. This was the beginning of the Modern Age - the period of history which starts in 1918 and continues to today. 

Enjoy life, forget the past, ignore the future! 

 After WW1, people hoped for a better world. But did they really believe it? The horrors of war stayed in people´s minds and all over Europe and USA there was a feeling of bitterness (about the war) and anxiety  (about the future). People didn´t trust the old ways any more and so they tried to find optimism in new things: inventions, innovations, and new behaviour. In science, art, architecture, design, music, literature and entertainment of this time, we can see the same themes: throw away traditions, try new and unknown things, enjoy your life. The 1920s are often called the Roaring Twenties, or the Golden Twenties - it was a dynamic time.  

The new music was jazz, which people listened and danced to at home and in dance halls. The most popular musicians were Louis Armstrong, and the many jazz bands. Unfortunately, there was also a lot of racism in society, so black musicians had difficult lives despite being so talented. 

In society, there was a new type of woman, called the flapper and she broke all the old rules for women´s behaviour. This new woman had her hair cut short in a bob, she wore make-up, smoked, drank, went out alone, loved wild parties and had opinions and the right to vote. Flappers came from the richer families but a similar type of woman was everywhere; she was young, rich or poor, independent, and adventurous - she had to be because many of the young men had died in WW1. Cheaper materials meant that more people could buy fashion, although not many could buy from the most famous designer, Coco Chanel.


	
	Shop, Shop, Shop!

In the streets and homes, new electric lights  replaced gas ones, motor buses replaced the old horse-driven ones, some people bought cars, and air travel started too. There were many new things for the home: telephones, gramophones, radios, electric ovens, toasters, vacuum cleaners, fans, and washing machines. Consumerism grew. However, because of electrical appliances, people expected a cleaner house so women still had to do a lot of housework.

Families had fewer children and the parents had a shorter working day, so they enjoyed weekends, hobbies and family time. There was more chance for poorer children to get an education, and entertainment became more interesting when movies with sound were invented. In the early 1920s, European countries were getting richer,  and people were eating better and were healthier than before WW1. But a few years later, many people became unemployed when Europe started to have economic problems, and life became harder again.

No more ... anything!

The important cities of this time were Paris, Berlin, Amsterdam, London and Moscow. In Paris in 1919, a group of writers and artists started a protest against ... everything! Like everybody else, they wanted to be modern and they rejected all the old styles. They said that life is nonsense, everything is absurd, and they called their style Dada. They had exhibitions, invented performance art, experimented with new styles of writing where time and ideas were mixed up, and wrote manifestos, for example:

No more painters, no more writers, no more musicians,  ............ no more armies, no more police, no more nations, no more of these idiocies, no more, no more, NOTHING, NOTHING, NOTHING. 

Not all famous writers were Dadaists, but all had new styles and themes in their work. James Joyce, D.H. Lawrence, T.S. Elliot, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Marcel Proust, Karel Čapek and Jaroslav Seifert and are just a few.

In art, cubism had a big influence because its geometric shapes looked right for the new times. Functionalist architecture and Art Deco design and were the new styles which also used geometric shapes. Cinemas were usually built and decorated in this style.


