Enemies of The Late Roman Empire

The Huns

The most famous of all Huns was their king Attila (died 453 A.D.), called the Scourge of God. His people came to Europe from Central Asia in about 375A.D but they did not have any real king before Attila. Attila united the Huns and attacked the Roman Empire.

The main weapon of the Hun cavalry was a bow. A rider could effectively fire arrows at full gallop. Hun horsemen did not wear heavy armour. They relied on the speed of their steppe ponies. The Huns also fought with swords, but they preferred shooting from distance.

The Germanic Tribes

There were many famous leaders of different Germanic peoples. A king called Odoacer defeated the emperor Romulus Augustus in 476 A.D. and that was the end of the Western Roman Empire.
Germanic soldiers rode on strong but not very fast horses. They were not archers but hand-to-hand warriors. These heavy cavalrymen wore a lot of armour and fought with spears and swords. The Germans were terrifying close combat experts.

Vocabulary. Match the highlighted words with the pictures.
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A) ........................................  B) .............................  C) ..................................................

Vocabulary. Look at the pictures and complete the translation.
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sword (meč) + sheath (………………..)
arrow (šíp) + bow (……………………)

armour (brnění) + shield (……………..)
Vocabulary – synonyms. Match the words with the same meaning.

1) archers                                     2) to shoot
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3) horsemen  
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riders = ……………………………..

bowmen = …………………………..

to fire arrows = ……….......................

Vocabulary – opposites. Translate the words that are opposites of ‘shooting’ and ‘archers’.
shooting X close combat (……………………………………………………………)
archers X hand-to-hand warriors (……………………………………………………)
CROSSWORD
1. střílet                                __ __ __ __ 
2. jezdci                      __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

3. lid                                     __ __ __ __ __ __

4. štít                                         __ __ __ __ __ __

5. šíp                                         __ __ __ __ __ 

6. odborník                          __ __ __ __ __ __  

After 476 the idea of the __ __ __ __ __ __ survived for next 1000 years in the city of Constantinople and never really died.  
