I. Make sentences using the following words (guess how are they related to the life of Bedřich Smetana).









11         dancing         beer         Sweden        asylum


          

- .............................................................................................................................
                      - .............................................................................................................................                    - .............................................................................................................................         - .............................................................................................................................        - ............................................................................................................................












          II. Read the biography of Bedřich Smetana 

   



Bedřich Smetana was born in Litomyšl, in 1824. He was the last, 11th child in a German-speaking family. His father was a brewer and a keen amateur violinist. Bedřich learned the violin from his father and the piano from local teachers. He studied at grammar schools in Jihlava and Prague. He wanted to leave school and study music but his father would not let him. He was sent to Plzeň, where he finished his schooling. 


During this time he earned some money by playing the piano at the homes of rich people. He played for dancing and he liked to dance himself. He often danced with a girl called Kateřina Kolářová and he also played piano duets with her. Later she married him.
He returned to Prague and arranged to have lessons in harmony, counterpoint and composition. He gave a piano recital but nobody came to listen so he decided to start a school of music.










Smetana still had very little money so he went to Sweden, where he was very successful as a piano teacher and conductor. After three years in Sweden he decided to return to his homeland because of his Kateřina’s health but she died on the way. Smetana spent two more years in Sweden. Then he married Bettyna Ferdinandová. 


In his last years Smetana became totally deaf. He heard horrible high squeaks in his ears a lot of the time. He became very depressed and his mental state got worse. He did not recognize his own family. He was put in an asylum in Pratur, where he died in 1884.

Operas: Prodaná nevěsta, Hubička, Tajemství, Čertova stěna 

              
  Cycle of six symphonic poems: Má vlast (My country)- Vyšehrad, Vltava, Šárka, Z českých luhů a hájů, Tábor, Blaník


                 




 Chamber music, Orchestral works








    










        III. Discussion. Work in pairs (or in small groups) - ask and answer questions Student 1 
	What do you know about Bedřich Smetana?                                                                              Would you like to have met Bedřich Smetana?                                                                       What else would you like to know about Bedřich Smetana and why?

	Student 2

	What did you learn from this text about Bedřich Smetana?                                                             What questions would you like to have asked Bedřich Smetana?                                       What would his answers have been to those questions?

	IV. A Noughts and Crosses game- in two groups
To win the game you need to have three X (O) in a row or in a column. 
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A- Where did Smetana spend his last days?                                                                 B- What was Smetana’s father’s job?                                                                                        C- Smetana was a composer, pianist and also .......................                                      D- What was Smetana into?                                                                                           E- How many children did Smetana’s family have?                                                          F- What was the name of his second wife?                                                                  G- Which type of school did he study at?                                                                                        J- Where did Smetana study?                                                                                                       K- What was the name of Smetana’s wife?





                    L- Where was Smetana born?                                                                                                M- What is the Cycle of six symphonic poems called?                                                             O- What kind of composition is The Kiss (Hubička)?                                                               P- What musical instrument did Smetana play?




                   S- Where did Smetana go to (abroad)?                                                                         V- What musical instrument did Smetana play?    

Key










             (Asylum, Brewer, Conductor, Dancing, Eleven, Ferdinandová Bettyna, Grammar school, Jihlava, Kateřina Kolářová, Litomyšl, My Country, Opera, Piano, Sweden, Violin)                        
         
     









            
